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The first volume (1377-87) of the Calendar of Close Rolls of the reign
of Richard II (London: H.M. Stationery Office, 1914) follows the com-
pletion of the calendar of patent rolls for that reign after an interval of
five years. Though there are certain advantages in the concurrent publica-
tion of the twin series, the delay may be justified on the ground that it
has made possible the utilization of the long experience of Mr. W. H. B.
Bird and Mr. C. T. Flower on the corresponding calendar of Edward Il l 's
reign, finished in 1913. Mr. Flower's index to the new volume is, as before,
to a large extent one of subjects as well as of names. It is admirably
full and accurate, but it may be doubted whether any index can be perfect,
and a hole can be picked here and there in this. Several entries relating
to ' gavelkind' tenure are overlooked, and only one of the two passages
(pp.' 322, 472) concerning the exemption of Cheshire from parliamentary
taxation is noted. The ' Soldan de Latrave' should, if we are not mis-
taken, be ' Soldan (or rather Soudan) de La Trau'. The historian of the
reign of Richard II cannot expect to obtain as much direct light from
the Close as from the Patent Rolls, and the best of what there is has
long been accessible in the Foedera. A very considerable proportion of
the 630 pages of the calendar is taken up with writs of supersedeas, orders
to royal escheators, and the like private and routine business. Little
light is thrown upon the Peasants' Revolt (though the accounts of the
York disturbances are important) and Wycliffe is not even mentioned.
There is mention, however, of loans by Lombards to Richard ' in his
need' and additional details for the story of the count of Denia and for the
murder of a Genoese merchant by Londoners, jealous of his plans for
the development of Southampton, which attracted the notice of Walsing-
ham. It appears that his name was Janus Imperialis, and he is described
as ambassador and syndic of the duke and commons of Genoa. J. T.

In his Tettamento deUo In/ante D. Pietro d'Aragona, 1436 (Palermo:
Scuola Tip. 'Boccone del Povero', 1914), Cavaliere Giuseppe La Mantia,
librarian of the Societa Siciliana per la Storia Patria, throws an inter-
esting sidelight upon the struggle for Naples which ended in the union
of the two Sicilies under Alfonso of Aragon. Peter was the younger
brother of the conqueror of Naples, and from the age of thirteen he
took an active part in the war. He met his death at the siege of
Naples in 1438, struck down by artillery fire on the Piazza del Carmine,
the place of execution of the ill-starred Conradin of Suabia. The will
published here dates from 1436, but it was not discovered, apparently,
at the time of Peter's death, as Alfonso himself stated that his brother
died absque liberis atque ab intestato. Nevertheless, it was consulted
by the treasury officials in 1460, and in 1487 a- copy of the original was
made at their request. The chief interest in the document lies in the
picture which it gives of the splendid surroundings of the Aragonese
prince, and of his regal munificence. TTJR lands were left to Alfonso,
in token of the dileclionem fraternalem, ymmo paternam which he had
always shown towards him, and a considerable sum was devoted to
charitable purposes. Besides, no less than 108 persons received sums
varying from one thousand to twenty florins. Peter's captains and
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castellans, the members of his household, his servants male and female,
were all remembered ; and at the conclusion of this long list of bequests
the testator expressed his regret at being unable to reward his followers
adequately, begging his brother to make good his deficiencies especially in
the case of those who ' sailed with us from Spain to this Sicilian Kingdom'.
Such was the last testament of the warm-hearted, splendour-loving prince
who shed tears at the news of the death of his opponent, Braccio da
Montone, and whose death seemed to Alfonso the worst injury that he had
suffered at the hands of the Neapolitans.

In another paper entitled Una Gonsuetudine giuridica antica di S.
Pietro sopra Palti, 1482 (Palermo : Scuola Tip. 'Boccone del Povero',
1914) Dr. La Mantia deals with the customs of the little Sicilian commune
of S. Pietro sopra Patti. Here he shows the royal authority intervening
in the interests of the commune against those of the baronage. The
ancient right of the burgesses of S. Pietro to sell land without the consent
of the feudal suzerain is upheld by the viceroy in the face of the protests of
Berengario de Orioles, lord of the commune. C. M. A.

Cavaliere Giuseppe dalla Santa's interesting pamphlet on Benedetto
Soranzo e Girolamo Riario, una Pagina nuova ddla Guerra di Ferrara (1482-4)
in the Archivio Venelo for 1914 (N.S.xiv), deals with an episode in the war of
Ferrara, when Sixtus IV, having joined with Venice in order to spoil Ercole
d'Este of his inheritance, changed sides in the midst of the war, leaving
Venice almost alone in the face of a hostile combination of all the chief
Italian powers. The letters which Cavaliere dalla Santa has discovered in the
Archives of the Council of Ten show that Venice first sought relief from her
embarrassments by making overtures to the papacy, and that she employed
as her agent Benedetto Soranzo, a Venetian noble who had won the favour
of the papal nephew Girolamo Riario in the course of his sojourn in Rome.
Soranzo held the benefice of S. Apollinare Nuovo at Ravenna, and in the
summer of 1483 he received orders to proceed at once to Ravenna, as
a post of vantage from whence to conduct negotiations with the lord of
Forli. The whole transaction was carried on by characteristically Venetian
methods. Soranzo reported the result of his interviews with Riario in
private letters to his two brothers; they laid their contents before the
Council of Ten, and the Council drafted the replies sent by the Soranzo
brothers to the absent Benedetto. At first all went well. Riario met
Soranzo in a most friendly spirit, and the latter was able to show that,
in the event of Sixtus IV's death, an alliance with Venice would prove of
real value to Riario in Romagna. But, as Benedetto himself wrote,
' vuol la fortuna che quando gli homini el crede haver per el capo, i non
l'hanno per la coda'. In the end Riario told Soranzo that the pope had
no desire for peace, and Venice turned in despair to Milan to enter upon the
negotiations which brought about the peace of Bagnolo. For Soranzo,
however, the episode did not end here. Before the peace was signed
Sixtus IV made him archbishop of Cyprus, and by so doing aroused the
suspicions of Venice. Benedetto was brought before the Council of Ten on
the charge of betraying the secrets of the republic to Riario and the pope.
He succeeded in establishing his innocence, and the republic exerted
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